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_ was Theudas.* 
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VOL. IV. 
—— 
The Destruction of Jerusalem, &c. 











(Continued from page 170.) 


Our Lord now retired to the Mount of Olives, to 
which place the disciples followed him, in order to 
make more particular inquiries relative to the time 
when the calamitous events, foretold by him, would 
come to pass. We have already intimated, that the 
Mount of Olives commanded a full view of Jerusalem 
and the temple. No situation, therefore, could have 
been better adapted to give energy to a prediction 
which related chiefly to their total ruin and demolition ; 
and if we suppose (and the supposition is highly proba- 
ble) that our Lord, while in the act of speaking, point- 
ed to the majestic and stupeudous edifices, whose de- 
struction he foretold, every word which he then utter- 
ed must have been clothed with inexpressible sublimi- 
ty, and derived from the circumstances of the surround- 
ing «cenery a force and effect, which it is not possible 
adeguately to conceive. 

* Tell us, when shal! these things be ? and what shall 
be the stun when all these things shal] be fulfilled ?”—- 
Such were the questions of the disciples, in answer to 
which our Lord condescended to give them a particu- 
jer account of the several important events that would 
precede, as well as of the prognostics which would an- 
nonnce, the opproaching cesolations ; including suita- 
ble directions for the regulation of their conduct under 
the various trials to which they were to be exposed.— 
Ile commences with a cantion: * Take heed,” says 
he, ‘that no man deceive you ; for many shal] come 
in my name, saying, * Jam Christ, and s‘iall deceive 
The necessity for this friendly warning soon 
appeared ; for within one year after our Lord’s ascen- 
sion, rose Dositheus the Samaritan, who had the bold- 
ness to assert that he was the Messtan, of whom Mo- 
ses prophesied ; while his disciple Simon Magus delud. 
ed mulli/udes into a belief that he, himself, was the 
“ GREAT Power or Gov.” About three years after- 
wards another Samaritan imposter appeared, and de- 
clared that he wonld shew the people the sacred uten- 
silk, said fo have been deposited by Moses in mount 
Gerizim. Induced by an idea that the Mrss1An, theor 
great deliverer, was now come, an armed mulfilude as- 
serubled under him, but Pilate speedily defeated them, 
and slew their chief. While Cuspius Fadue was pro- 
curator in Judea, another deceiver arote, whose name 
This man actaally succeded so far as 
to persuade a rery greal mullitude to take their effects 
and follow him to Jordan, assurivg them, that the river 
would divide at his command. Fadus, however, pur- 
sued them with a troop of horse, and slew many of 
them, and among tbe rest the impostor himself, whose 
head was cnt off and carried to Jerusalem. Under the 
government of Felix, deceivers rose up daily in Judea, 
and persuaded the people to follow them into the wtl- 
derness, assuring them that they should there behold 
conspicuous signs and tonders performed by the Al- 
Mighty. Of these Felix, from time to time, apprehend- 
ed many, and put thew to death. About this period 
(A. D. 55,) arose Felix the eelebrated Egyptian impos- 
tor, who collected thirty thousand followers, awd per- 
suaded them to accompany him to the Mount of Olives, 


many.” 


telling them that from thence they should see the walls | 


of Jerusalem fall down at his command, as a prelude to 








* This is pot the > heudas mentioned by Gawailiel, |geving a s7g7n, and the sign uself, i is sufficiently prov ed | } years of peace and prosperity. 
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the capture of the Roman garrison, and to their obtain- 
ing the sovereignty of the city. The Roman governor, 
however, apprehending this to be the beginning of re- 
volt, immediately attacked ‘them, slew four bundred 
of them, and dispersed the rest ; but the Egyptian ef- 
fected his escape. In the time of Porcius Festus (A. 
D. 60,) another distinguished impostor seduced the 
people, by promising them deliverance from the Ro- 
man yoke, if they would follow him ivto the wilderness; 
but Festus sent out an armed force which speedily de- 
stroyed both the deceiver and his follewers. Ia short, 
impostors, pretending to a divine commission, contin- 
ually and fatally deceived the people, and at once jus- 
tified the caution, and fulfilled the prediction of our 
Lord. 

If it be objected that none of these impostors, ex- 
cept Dositheus, assumed the name of Messiah, we re- 
ply, that the grovelling expectations of the Jews were 
directed to a Messiah who should merely deliver them 
from the Roman yoke, and “ restore the kingdom to 
Jerusalem ;*> and such were the pretensions of these 
'deceivers. This expectation, indeed, is the only true 
solution of these strange and repeated insurrections ;— 
which will naturally remind the reader of the following 
prophetic expressions of our Lord: “1 am come in my 
FATHER’S name, and ye receive me not; if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.—If 
they shall say unto you, Behold he is in the desert ! go 
not forth. They will shew* (or pretend fo shew) great 
signs and wonders,” &c. 

Our Saviour thus proceeded : ** And ye shall-hearof 
wars, and rumors of wars ; see that ye be not troubled : 
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is 
not yet, for nalion shall rise up against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom, avd great earthquakes shall 
be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences: all 
these are the beginnings of sorrows,”? Mat. xxiv. 7, 8. 
Luke xxi. 11. 

*“ Wars and rumors of wars,’ &c. These commo- 
tions, like distant thunder, that forebodes the apprach- 
ing storm, 


** At first heard solemn o'er the rerge of heaven,” 


were so frequent from the death of our Lord until the 
destruction of Jerusalem, that the whole interval might 


prophecy. 


To particu- 
larize in @ few instances: About three years afler 
the death of Christ, a war broke out between Herod 
and Aretas, king of Arabia Petraa, in which the army 
of the former was cut off. 
gainst kingdom. 
mors. 
distinct elucidation of this part of the prophecy ; ney- | 
ertheless, it ought not to be omitted, that about this 
time the emperor Calicula, having ordered his statue 
to be placed in the temple of Jerusalem, and the Jews 
having persisted to refuse him, the whole nation were 
so much alarmed, by the mere »pprehension of war, 
that they neglected evén to till their lands! 
however, blew over. 

About this period a ee number of Jews, on se- 


This was kingdom rising a- 
Wars are usually preceded by ru- 


The storm, } 








of Josephus, which contain the history of this period, | 
|are every where stained with blood. 


It may, therefore, appear absurd to altempt al 


count of a pestilence which raged at Babylon, removed 
from that oity to Selucia, where the Greeks and Sy- 
rians rose against them, and destroyed of this devoled 
people more than jive myriads! ** The extent of this 
slaughter (says Josephus) had no parallel in any former 
period of their history.» Again, about Give years after 
this dreadful massacre, there happened a severe con- 
test between the Jews at Perea, and the Philadelphians, 
respecting the limits of a city cailed Mia, in which ma- 
ny of the former were slain. ‘This was nalion rising up 
against nation. Four years afterwards, under Cuma- 
nus, an indignity was offered to the Jews within the 
precincts of the temple, by a Roman soldier, which 
they violently resented; but, upon the approach of 
the Romans in great forge, their terror was so exces- 
sive, and so disorderly and precipitate their flight, that 
not less than /en thousand Jews were trodden to death 
in the streets. This, again, was nafion rising up a- 
gainst nalion, Four years more had not elapsed, be- 
fore the Jews made -war against the Samaritans, and 
ravaged their country. The people of Samaria had 
murdered a Galilean, who was going up to Jerusalem 
to keep the passover, aud the Jews thus revenged it.— 
At Czsarea, the Jews having had a sharp contention 
with the Syrians for the government of tlie city, an ap- 
peal wae made to Nero, who decreed it to the Syrians. 
This event laid the foundation of a mest cruel and san- 
guinary contest between the ito nalions. ‘The Jews, 
mortified by disappointment, and inflamed by jealousy, 
rose against the Syrians, who successfully repelled 
4 Ahem. ln the city of Caesacea alone upwards.of./twer- 

ty thousand Jews were slain. The flame, however, 
was not now quenched ; it spread its destructive rage 
wherever the Jews and Syrians dwelt together in the 
same place: throughout every city, town, and village, 
mutual animosity and slaughter prevailed. At Damas- 
cus, Tyre, Ascalon, Gadara, and Scythopolis, the car- 
nage wasd-readful, At the first of these cities /en thou- 
sand Jews were slain in one hour, and at Scythopolis 
thirteen thousand treacherously in one night. At Al- 
exandria the Jews, aggrieved by the oppressions of the 
Remans, rose against them; but the Romans, guining 
the ascendancy, slew of thal nation fifly thousand per- 
sons, sparing neither infants nor the aged. And after 


; ‘ 9! this, at the siege of Jotapat t less th ty thou- 
[with propriety, be appealed to in illustration of this is a Bae One Sank San ere ee 


One hundred aud fifty of the copious pages | 


sand Jews perished. While these destructise contests 
' prevailed in the East, the western parts of the Roman 
empire were rept by the fierce coutentions of Galba, 
Otho, and Vetellius ; of which three emperors, it is re- 
markable that they all, together with Nero, their im- 
_mediate predecessor, died a violent death, within the 
| short epace of eighteen months. Finally, the whole 
nation of the Jews (ook up arms against the Romans, 
king Agrippa, &e. and provoked that dreadful war 


i which, m a few yeare, deluged Judea in blood, and Jaid - 
its capital in ruins, 
If it be here objected, that, because wars are events 


of frequent occurrence, it would be iniproper to refer 
to supernatural Joresight a successful prediction re- 
specting thein, it is replied, that much of this objection 
will be removed, hy considering the incompetency of 
even statetmen themselves to forctel the condition, 
only a few years, of the very nation whose affairs they 
administer. It is a well known fact, that the present 








* The original word signifies * give ;? and that, in | 





ecripture language, there is a clear distinction betwint 


iby Deut. xiii, 1,2 


minister of Great Britain, on the very eve of the Jate 
long and de-tructive war with the Freneh Repadiic, 
held out to this country a picture of fifteen siceessice 
lindes d, the nic e points 
on which peace and war often depend, ball all calen- 
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lations from present aspects; and a rumor of war, £0 
loud and so alarming, as even to suspend the operations 
of husbandry, niay terminate, as we have just seen, in 
nothing bul rumor. Further, let it be considered, that 
the wars to which this part of our Lord’s prophecy re- 
ferred, were to be of (wo kinds, and that the event cor- 
responded accordingly ; that they occurred within the 
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reasonably be presumed, that this’ terrible scourge ac- 
companied the famines which have just been enumerat- 
ed. History, however, particularly distinguishes two 
instances of this calamity, which oecurred before the 
commencement of the Jewish war. The first took 
place at Babylon about A, D. 40, and raged so alarm- 
ingly, that great multitudes of Jews fled from that city 


period to which he had assigned them; that they fell | to Seleucia for safety, as hath been hinted already.— 


with the most destructive severity on the Jets, to whom 
the prophecy at Jarge chiefly related, and that the per- 
son who predicted them was not in the condition of a 
wlalesman, but in that of a Carpenter’s son! On this 
subject more in another place. 

** “Ind graal earthquakes shall be in divers places.” 
Of these significant emblems of political commotions, 
there occurred several within the scene of this prophe- 
cy, and, as our Saviour predicted, in dirers places.— 
In the reign of Clandins there was one at Rome, and 


vanother at Apamea in Syria, where many of the Jews 


resided. The earlhquake at the latter place was so de- 
tructive, that the emperor, in order to relieve the dis- 
tresses of the inhabitants, remitted its tribute for five 
years. Both these earthquakes are recorded by Taci. 
tus. There was one also, iv the same reign, in Crete. 
This is mentioned by Philostratus, in his life of apollo- 
ning, who says, that there were others ‘* at Smyrna, 
Miletus, Chios, and Samos; in all which places Jews 
had settled.” In the reign of Nero there was an earth- 
quake at Landicea. Tacitus records this also. It is 
likewise mentioned by Eusebius and Orosivs, who add 
that Hierapolis and Colosse, as well as Laodicea, were 
overthrown by an earlhquake, There was also one in 
Campania in this reign (of this both Tacitus and Sene- 
ca ¢peak ;) and another at Rome in the reign of Galba, 
recorded by Suetonius; to all which may be added 
those which happened on that dreadful night when the 
Idumeans were excluded from Jerusalem, a short time 
hefore the siege commenced. ‘* A heavy storm (says 
Josephus) burst on them during the night; violent 
winds arose, accompanied with the most excessive 
rains, with constant lightnings, most tremendous thun- 
derings, and with dreadful roarings of earthquakes. It 
seemed (continues he) as if the system of the world had 
been confounded for the destruction of mankind ; and 
one might well conjecture that these were signs of no 
common erents. : 
Our Lord predicted “ famines” also. Of these the 
principal was that which Agabus foretold would hap- 
pen in the days of Claudius, as related in the Acts of 
the apostles. It begun in the fourth year of his reign, 
and was of long continuance. It extended through 
Greece, and even into Italy, but was felt most severely 
in Judea, and especially at Jerusalem, where many per- 
ished for want of bread. This famine is recorded by. 
Josephus also, who relates that an assaron of corn was 
sold for five drachme (i. e. about 3 1-2 pints for 3s 3d.) 
it is hkewise noticed by Eusebius and Orosius. To al- 
Jeviate this terrible calamity, Helena, queen of Adia- 
bena, who was at that time in Jerusalem, ordered large 
supplies of grain to be sent from Alexandria; and 
lgates, her son, consigned vast sums to the governors of 
Jerusalem, to be applied to the relief of the more indi- 
gent sufferers. The Gentile Christian converts residing 
in foreign countries, also sent, at the instance of St. 
Paul, liberal contributions, to relieve the distresses of 
their Jewish brethren. (1 Cor. xvi. 3.) Dion Cassius 
relates that there was likewise a famine in the first 
year of Claudius, which prevailed at Rome, and in oth- 
er parts of Italy ; and, in the eleren/h year of the same 
emperor, there was another, mentioned by Eusebius. 
To these may be added those that afficted the inhabi- 
fants of several of the cities of Galilee and Judea, 
which were besieged and taken, previously to the in- 
vestent of Jerusalem, where the climax of national 
misery, arising from this and every other cause, was so 
awfully completed. 
Our Saviour adds ‘ pestilences” likewise. 


leuce treads upon the heels of famine ; it may (berefore | aforesaid complaint is not supported, 


| 


| 


ihe other happened at Rome A. D. 65, and carried off 
prodigious multitudes. Both Tacitus and Seutonius 
also record, that smilar calamities prevailed, during this 
period, in various parts of the Roman empire. After 
Jerusalem was surrounded by the army of Titus, pesit- 
lential diseases soon made their appearance there, to 
aggravate the miseries, and deepen the horrors of the 
siege. They were partly occasioned by the immense 
multitudes which were crowded together in the city, 
partly by the putrid efluvia which arose from the un- 
buried dead, and partly from the prevalence of famine. 
. (To be continued.) 
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KS We think we have never seen so abominable a 
speeimen of the modern bulls of our orthodox clergy 
as is to be found in the following complaint, admoni- 
tions, 4nd escommunication. We present them to 
the public, for the same purpose that the ancient 
Spartans exposed their drunken slaves in the view of 
their children ; that the odiousness of the spec-. 
tacle might deter them from the practice.— Edi/lors. 





To the Rev. Ephraim H, Newlon, Pastor of the Con- 
gregational Church of Christ, mn Marlborough, (F1.) 


Whereas our beloved brother Hubbard H. Winches- 
ter a member of this church, has for a long time been 
guilty of departing from the faith once delfvered to the 
saints, in denying the endless punishment of the finally 
impenitent and in embracing the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation: also of disorderly walk in setting himself np 
as a preacher of the gospel without authority, and in 
advocating and propagating sentiments dangerous to 
the morals and souls of men; all which tend to bring a 
great scandal and reproach upon the religion of Jesus ; 
and is a flagrant violation of the laws of his kingdom; 
and of bis the said Hubbard’s personal engagements to 
God and to this church :—~and as | have endeavored to 
convince him of his sin, and bring him to a sense of his 
duty, by laboring with him in the way required in the 
gospel, and he having refused to give or make christian 
satisfaction; | think it incumbent on me to give this in- 
formation to the church, as a duty | owe to our com- 
mon Lord, and to this my offending brother, that fur- 
ther measures may be taken as the gospel directs for 
reclaiming and bringing him toa sense of his duty. 

JOHN GROUT. 

Marlborough, Mareh 5, 1822. 

Al true copy Altest, 
EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, Pastor. 

Marlbcrough, March 8, 1822. 

The Congregational Church of Christ in Marlborough, 
to Idubbard H. Winchester. 





Dear Brother,—It is well know to you that a com- 
plaint has been presented to this church against you, for 
being guilly of depariing from the faith once delivered 
fo the saints, in denying the endless punishment of the 
Jinally impenitent, and in embracing the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation ; also of disorderly walk in setting 
yourself up as a preacher of the gospel without authori- 
ly and in adrocaling and propagaling senlimenis dan- 
gerous /o the morals and soulsof men. Youalso know 
that you were cited to appear before the church, at a 





church meeting regularly warned and held at the meet- 


Pesti- | ing-honse, and show canse, if any you have, why the 


At which tinte 
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you were called to answer to the charges in said com. 
plaint. After a long investigation of evidence, 
your own lips, and a patient hearing of your 
the church were so far’satisfied from your own Confer. 
sion as to vote unanimously that the charges jn the 
aforesaid complaint were supported. Whereupon the 
church felt it their solemn duty to proceed jp their 
discipline according to the rules of the gospel, and dig 
unanimously vote that you be publicly admonished, 


You having been cited to appear before the church 
and congregation at this time, for the aforesaid pure 
pose, | do now in behalf of the church, and jn the 
name of the Great Head of the church, solemnly ad. 
monish you to look at your former high pretentions ia 
your solemn profession before this church and-congre. 
gation, in contrast with the instability of your tind or 
the hyprocricy of your heart, in now denying the faith 
once delivered to the saints, and in embracing docttines 
in direct opposition to your former profession. Look 
also at the scandal you have ‘brought upon the religion 
of Jesus, by assuming the office of a minister of the gos- 
pel without authority, and according to your own con. 
fession in being guilty of the rashnese and Presumption 
of advocating and propating doctrines dangerous to the 
morals and souls of men. Is there no sin in this? Can 
it pass withont drawing a tear from your eye or a sigh 
from your heart ? 


from 


At your own request you were admitted a member of 
our communion, and received into the very bosom of 
ourfellowship. You then in the presence of God, and 
the congregation of his people, professed your belief ig 
the articles of our faith, and entered into a solemn pro- 
mise that you would walk in the ordinances, instruc. 
tions and administrations of this church, at the same 
time you professed to call upon the great Jehovah fo 
witness the sincerity of your profession and vows, Is 
it possible, you can violate these promises and not sin? 
Can you break your vows, and trample upon the core- 
nant you have made with God and man, and still feel 
undisturbed by the pangs of an accusing conscience? 
Vows and professions made in the presence of God are 
serious transactions. How far you have departed from 
these, it becomes you faithfully to examine, lest in the 
last solemn day, you be found among those who have 
drawn back unto perdition. 

And now, dear sir, with all the affection of christian 
brethren, would we intreat you to look at your own 
heart; to your violated promises in neglecting the faith 
and discipline of this church ; in embracing licentious 
doctrines, pernicious to holiness of heart, and in theit 
tendency destructive to the future peace of precious 
souls. Look at the awful consequences of your cons 
duct, in palming yourself upon the public as a preach- 
of the gospel, in a disorderly and disorganizing matmer, 
by becoming a blind leader of the blind. Look at the 
responsibility which must rest upon you, in perverting 
the scriptures, and in artfully beguiling others into the 
same dangerous and deadly path, Look forward to 
the awful day of accounts, when you must give upan 
account of your stewardship and see the blood of souls 
which will be required at your hand, Lock om yaur 
offended Redeemer, and weep and mourn in the exer 
cise of gotlly sorrow, that he may have mercy on your 
soul. May the Lord give you repentance, lead you to 
a knowledge of the truth, grant you a heart to love and 
serve him, and of his grace save you. 

Done by a unanimous vote, and in bebalf of the 
church. Altesi— 

EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, Pastor. 

Marlborough, April 3, 1822. 

A lrue copy——Allest, 
E. H. NEWTON, Pastor, 

Marlborough, May 10, 1822. 

Agreeable to a citation forwarded to the above naw 





ed Hubbard H. Winchester the foregoing admonition 
‘was publicly read before the churcl: and congregation 
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at Marlborough, at the close of divine worship in the 
afternoon Lord’: day, May 5, 1822. 
Allest, EPHM. H. NEWTON, Pastor. 


A true copy——Altest, 
E. HW. NEWTON, Pasior. 


Marlborough, May 10, 1822. 





b— 


The Congregational Church of Christ in Marlborough, 
to Hubbard H. Winchester. 


Dear Brother,— Whereas the church bave consider- 
ed you guilty of departing from the faith once delivered 
to the saints, in denying the endless punishment of the 
finally impenitent, and in embracing the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation ; also of disorderly walk, in setting 
yourself up as a preacher of the gospel, without author- 
ity, and in advocating and propagating sentiments den- 
gerous to the morals and souls of men. You well 
know they have taken the steps of the gospel to re- 
claim you by a conrse of labor ond admonition without 
effect. They have lowg waited with christian forbcar- 
ance to see you humble and penitest, but in vain.— 
They still feel a cordial love and an attachment to you, 
and are utwilling to leave you without using farther 
exertions to reclaim you from sin, and bring you to the 
full enjoyment of the fellowship of the church. They 
have therefore unanimously voted, that you be publicly 
admonished the second time. You havmg been cited 
to appear before the church and congregation at this 
tune, for the purpose aforesaid, | do now in behalf of 
the church, and in the name of the Great Head of the 
church, solemnly admonish you to consider well the 
consequences which inevitably must result from your 
course of unyielding and settled perverseness, 

Your covenant vows, your solemn promises aad high 
pretentions to purity of heart, Jove of the truth, and at- 
tachment to this church onght to be remembered. Is 
it possible that a violation of covenants and promises is 
consistent with the christian character? Can you bring 
your conduct at the bar of your own conscience and 
have inward peace? Where is the moral tendency of 
your course, in presumptuously assuming the office of a 
public teacher of religion, that you may advocate and 
propagate doctrines dangerous to the morals and souls 
of men? Is the world benefited? Are the interests of 
society advanced, the good of man increased, and the 
kingdom of Christ, built up by this conduct? Dear 
sir, we intreat you to examine your own heart and con- 
duct, in a candid and faithful manner. For it is in 


vain we reason with you, or attempt to reclaim you! 
' 


from your wickedness, so long as your heart is shielded 
against the truth with a fixed determination to pursue 
your own chosen way. Uow awful must be the con- 


demnation of those who wrest the scriptures to their) 


own destruction. Is it not reasonable that you hear us, 
and give heed to our entreaties, and save us from the 
pain of separating you from our number? This is the 
last act of labor, before the church proceed to pass the 
sentence of excommunic¢ation. Can you refuse to hear 
us, and reject this act of kindness? It is your eternal 
good we seek. Our hearts are open to receive you 
upon the pure principles of the gospel ; so far as we 
know our duty, we have done every thing on our part 
to reclaim you. Fora moment reflect, that all these 
acts of brotherly love, with all your violated promises, 
together with your disorderly conduct, and the this- 
chievous influence of your sentiments, with the blood 
ef sonls, enticed and ruined through your instrumenta)- 
ity, will rise in judgment against you. In that solemn 
hour, what can you say in justification of your con- 
duct ? 

To the rich mercy of God we commend yau. Be 
assured you have our earnest prayers, that this admo- | 
nition may be accompanied with a blessing, that you | 
may retnrn to the discharge of your reasonable duty, | 
and a holy and pious life,—that at last you may be 
gathered to iLe glory of the saints in heaven, 


{ 
{ 


Done by a unanimous vote, and im behalf of the 
church. 
EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, Pastor. 
Marlborough, Aug. 26, 1822. 
The above was publicly read, at the close of divine 
worship, Lord’s day, Sept. 1, 1822. 
Ailtest, E. H. NEWTON, Pas/or. 


The foregoing is a true copy of record on file. 
Aliest, EPHRAIM H. NEWTON, 


§ Pastor of the Congregational Church of 
Christ in Marlborough. 


Marlborough, Oct. 1, 1822. 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 


Whereas you Hupsarp H. Wiscnester, have 
been adjudged guilty of departing from the faith 
once delivered to the. saints, in denying the endless 
punishment of the finally impenitent, and in em- 
bracing the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; also 
of disordcrlys walk, in setting yourself up as a 


‘preacher of the gospel, without authority, and in 


advocating and propagating sentiments dangerous 
to the morals and souls of men, and after due ad- 
monition, and much patience, do yet remain ob- 
stinate, giving no evidence of repentance: and 
it being the will and ordinance of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, that his church have no fellowship 
with wicked and scandalous persons; but with- 
draw themselves from every brother who walk- 
eth disorderly, and cast such out of the church ; 
and esteem and treat them as heathens and pub- 
licans, 

I do therefore in the name, and by the au- 
thority of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the 
consent and by a unanimous vote of this church, 
declare you, Husearp Hinrincron Wixcursper, 
excommunicated and cast out of the commun- 
ion of the church of Christ; debar you from 
their privileges, and deliver you into the visible 
kingdom of satan, for the destruction of thy 
fleshly and corrupt principles and practices, that 
thy spirit may be saved in the da, of the Lord 
Jesus. 


the church. 
EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, 
ehege’ of the Congregational Church 
of Christ, in thas place. 
Marlboraugh, Vermont, Wind- 
ham County, Nov. J, 1822. : 


These certify, the above sentence was pub- 
licly pronounced at Marlborongh aforesaid, in 
public assembly, Lord’s day, Nov. 24, 1822. 

Attest, E, H. NEWTON, Pastor. 
A true copy Attest, 
E. H. NEWTON, Pasior. 

Marlborough, Nov. 26, 1822. 





ite Remarks on the foregoing, ina future number. 
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“With what measure ye mete, it 
shall. be measured to you again.”—Mat. vii. 2. 


These words were spoken ‘by the blessed Jesus, the 
faithful and true witness, the word of God. He ap- 
pears to have had primary referepee to resh judging ; 


Done in behalf and by a unanimous vote of | 
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what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again.” But these words may apply in various cases. 

To ilustrate the sentiment of the passage, let ue con- 
template some historic facts, recorded in the bible. 

Cain deprived his brother Abel of life, and God, in 
righteous judgment, would not permit bim to enjoy his 
own life. He said that his punishment was greater 
than he could bear. It was in this life. He expressed 
no apprehension of eternal punishment: It was not 
threatened. He did not deserve it, Life for life was 
just and equal. In this case, perhaps, he is suffered to 
live to be a warning to others. 

Pharach, king of Egypt, gave command to cast the 
male children of the Hebrews into the river. It is pro- 
bable that many perished in consequence of this cruel 
edict, though Moses in a remarkable manner was pre- 
served. It was a just punishment, when the first born 
of Egypt were slain by the destroying angel, and the 
Egyptian army drowned in the Red Sea. 

Adonibezek king of Bezek, had his thumbs and great 
toes cut off, because he cut off the thumbs and 
great toes of seventy kings, who gather their meat un-. 
der his table. 

Abimelech slew three ecore & ten sons of Gideon who 
were his brethren on one stone; and one stone, cast by a 
woman, from the tower of Thebez, slew him. ‘ Thus. 
God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech which he 
did unto his father, in slaying bis seventy brethren.’ 

David took his neighbor’s wife secretly, and his son 
Absalom took his ten wives publicly, as a just punish- 
ment for his sin. As David deprived Uriah’s father of 
his son, so he was himself deprived of his son’ Absalom, 
by the deadly weapon ef Joab, who bad been the me 
‘strument of Uriab’s death. 

Joseph’s brethren sold bim into Egypt in affliction,. 
and they by affliction were sent there themselves.— 
While he was exalted to wealth and glory, they were 
brought to bow in abasement before him. 

Abab king of Israel, coveted the vineyard of Naboth: 
the Jesreelite, and shed his bleed to obtain it. The 
prophet predicted that the dogs should lick Ahab's- 
blood in the same place. Ahab was shot by a Sy- 
rian archer in the battle at Ramoth-Gilead; his chariot: 
was washed in the pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked 
his blood, according to the word of the Lord. 

Haman erected a gallows fifty cubits high, on which: 
to hang Mordicai; and was hanged upon it himself, and: 
| his ten sons, 

Said aur Saviour to Peter, he that taketh the sword, 
shall perish by the sword. How often have these words 
proved true! Bloody men have often had their own 
blood shed. How euitable that thore who have epoiled 
others, should themselves be spoiled! What wretched 
slaves have those been who have most cruelly enslaved 
others! The judge of all the earth will do right. Said’ 
the Lord to Eli, them that honor me, | will honor. 

Llow often do we see the words of Jesus fulfilled in: 
the course of divine Providence! 

A crafty politician, who aims at the overthrow of his 
fellow, is sometimes seen to procure his own rnin, 

Sometimes, even professed ministers of Christ, are 
very zealous in rooting up others, whose religious creed. 
does not accord with theirown, They may take im- 
proper means to disaffect people towards their sinis- 
ters; and before long they will find how good and 
pleasent it is to have their own people unedified, ond 
disaffected towards themselves. They may do all in- 
their power to bring down others, and only trouble and 
debase themselves. 

What can dishonest men expect, but to be cheated 
in their turn? Disobedient children, if they live, may. 
remember that God can give them such troubles in, 
their houses. He that would have friends must be 
friendly. A proud end haughty man, who looks with 
contempt upon others, will be contemned by ethers. — 
The merciful shall abteim mercy, Forgive, and ye 





for he says, ‘ judge net Jest ge be jmdged. Kor with 





shall be forgiven. SEEK TRUTH. 
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(¢7-The venerable author of the following lines, Rev. 
Ebenezer Lampson, in former days, was an esteemed 
preacher in the Calvinistic connexion ; but for many 
years he has professed and maintained, both in private 
and public, the doctrine of Universal Grace and Sal- 
vation. 

At the time he wrote the following, he was grie- 
vously troubled with a cancer sore, which has now 
entirely healed, and he is in good health, and sings 
with a voice remarkably clear for one of his age. 





A POEM ON MY BIRTH DAY, 
APRIL 13, 1821. 


Full eighty years have roll’d away 
Since | appear’d in feeble clay; 

Wake up my muse and tune your song 
‘Yo him who roll’d my years along. 


With joy and wonder I survey, 

The bright appearance of this day, 
Which brings me near that happy sbore, 
Where I shall sing, but sigh no more. 


\WWhat shall I render, Lord to thee? 
Thy Love is boundless like the sea ;—~ 
Lord, fix my heart and tune my voice, 
Sweetly in Thee, | will rejoice. 


Thou knowest Lord, the pains I feel, 
Exert thy power, my body heal ; 

Lord give me patience to endure, 

And make my faith both strong and sure. 


1 want bright wisdom from above ; 
1 want to swim in endless love ; 
] want my reason and my health, 
To love my neighbor as myself. 


Tis better Lord, to trust in thee, 
Then trust in men of high degree; 
Men are imperfect—circumscrib’d— 
But in my God | may confide. 


When I remember that kind band, 

Which gave me life and strength to stand, — 
Preserver ef my youthful days, 

1 think him worthy of my praise. 


And when I was to manhood grown, 

1 found there was a glorious throne, 
Where sinners may approach their God, 
And bless bim for his staff and rod. 


And now my head is white like snow,— 
God’s love to me like rivers flow, 

And though * my sore runs in the night,” 
My heart is Gll’d with sweet delight. 


Oh! let my loins be girded tight, 

Stand on my watchtower day and night, 
Then that triumphant song I'll sing, 
Oh! cruel death, where is thy sting. 


—< : > : a — 
SELECTED. 


Ode to Content. 


Come charming guest, divine Content, 
And chase my cares away ; 

The sweetest bliss to mortals sent, 
be thy kind healing ray. 
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St ~ Thy presence smooths the face of + al i 
And softens every pain ; 


From thee a thousand pleasures flow, 
A guiltless, lovely train. 


Humility thy steps attends ; 
Her sweetly pensive eyes 

To earth in peaceful thought she bends, 
Without a wish to rise. 


With cheerful air and look sedate, 
See gentle Patience nigh, 

And Hope, fair sister, smiling wait 
With heaven erected eye: 


While Faith, (kind Serapb !) points her view 
Beyond the starry plain, 

To the bright worlds where ever new, 
Immortal pleasures reign. 


Thy comforts, O divine Content, 
From those fair regions flow ; 
For bliss sincere was never meant 
On earth’s low soil to grow. 


In cold affliction’s dreary shade, 
Fresh-blooming joys are thine: 
Can wintry storms the heart invade 
When verual sun-beams shine? 


Come then, thou dear delightful guest, 
Thy lov’d companions bring ; 

Come, take possession of my breast, 
And winter shall be spring. 








MARRIED, 
In this city, on Sunday evening last, Mr. Asa Wat- 
son to Miss Mary Richards. 


In Hingham, Mr. Thomas Steel to Miss Rachel 
Hearsey. 


In Attleborough, Mass. by the Rev. Robert L. Kil- | 


lam, Mr. Francis Balis Bolkcom to Miss Abagail New- 
ell. Mr. George W. Hor to Miss Selena R. Robinson. 
Mr. Bradford Sparrow of Killingly, [Con.] to Miss Ar- 
delia Ellis of Attleboro.’ 


DIED, 
In this city, the Hon. George Cabot, aged 72. Mrs. 
Catherine Humphries, aged 47. 


In Barnardstown, Mass, the 30th ef March last, the 
wife of Rev. Jonn Brooks, aged41. For the four last 
years of her life, she suffered almost continual distress, 
with the privation of the audible use of her voice, from 
some unknown disease of or near the heart ; which ter- 
minated in a pulmonary consumption of which she di- 
ed, leaving a bereaved husband, and five blooming 
daughters [one an infant of only nine weeks old] to 
fee] the loss of this excellent woman. Her distress for 
several weeks previous to her death was great, but her 
patience, and christian fortitude were equally great. 
Having never been able, as she stated, to see the con- 
sistency of the doctrine of endless misery ; and, for at 
least, sixteen of the last years of ber life having been a 
firm believer in the final salvation of al] men, she found 
no want of support from this glorious doctrine in view 
of Ler dissolution. She firmly, and repeatedly express- 
ed her faith, as above stated, near the close of life ; 
and much more fully than she had ever done before ; 
and appeared to die in peace, possessed of a hope in 
Christ full of immortality : enjoying the benefit of her 
Redemer’s death, who, ‘* because the children were 
partakers of flesh and blood,” &c. Heb. ii. 14, 15. 

By information from a source which may be relied 
on, it is but doing justice to the memory of our depart- 
ed sister, the feelings of surviving friends, and the 


_featse of truth, to remark, that as she had viewed her- 
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self a member of the great body of humanity, her man. 
ner of life corresponded with her faith. Ever distin. 
guished for her benevolence and charity; ana living 
peaceably with all men, she secured the esteem and af. 
fection of her friends and acquaintance, adorned her 
christian profession, left an example for her rising fam- 
ily, and rendered her memory grateful to every heart, 
‘‘ The memory of the just is blessed.” Mark the per- 
fect man and behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace. {Communicated, 


In Milford, Mass. on Saturday, 12th inst. Mr. James 
Perry, aged 65. In the deceased, his family has Jost 
an affectionate husband, a kind parent, and a faithfyl 
and sympathetic friend and brother. Virtue on earth 
has lost a bright ornament, society a firm, unwaveri 
pillar, the public good, a zealous and able advocate, 
and the christian church, a member that ** walked wor. 
thy of the vocation wherewith be was called, to glor 
| and to virtne.”? The religious views of Mr. P. were 
jpure and exalted. He was, to his expiring mowent, 
ja firm believer im the Universal Benevolence of his 
| Heavenly Father. His life has afforded a practical 
| eontipilietion of the position that Universalism and Jj- 
| centiousness are synonymous, for no man was more vir- 
| tuous ; and his death has contradicted the assertion 
| that a hope founded on such views, forsakes the soul in 
i the hour, when about to laupeh into a state of * yp. 
(tried being.’—We say without hesitation, that no man 
‘has met death with a greater degree of calmness and 





jresignation; that no man has retained his rational ja. . 


| culties more perfectly, or his religious sentiments more 
| Grmly to the last. His setting sun shone bright end 
| majestic, and he died as he had lived; trosting ina 
| God of boundless love, and manifesting in his eminent 
example that virtue is its own reward—** Go thou and 
do likewise.” [Communicated, 


In Hopkinton, Mass. on the Ist instant, Dea. ApEn 
Fisk, aged 79 years. Dea. Fisk was a man of strict 
| integrity and benevolent feelings. Being a firm believ- 
(er in the christian religion, it was the source of his con- 
|solation. For more than a year past, be has been afe 
| flicted with a cancer, which terminated his mortal ex- 
istence. During this time of calamity, he was an ex- 
ample of christian fortitude aud resignation, having full 
confidence in that God, who worketh all things after 
the council of his own will. 


** Farewell, our brother, now thy toils are o'er; 
Thy spirit ’s landed on that blissful shore,— 
Where ne’er is sorrow, or distress, or pain, 

But peace and bappiness forever reign.” 








INSTALLATION. 


On Wednesday last, Br. THOMAS WHIT- 
TEMORE was publicly Installed as the Pastor 
of the “ First Universalist Society, in Cam- 
bridge.” 

Introductory Prayer, Br, H. H. Winchester. 

Sermon, Br. J. Bisbe, jr. from Mat. xxviii. 
18, 19,20, It was ingenious, pertinent and im- 
pressive. 

Installing Prayer, Br. H. Ballou. 

Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, Br. 
Thomas Jones. 

Right Hand of Fellowship, Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 

Concluding Prayer and Benediction, Br. Tho- 
mas Whittemore. 

The services were rendered bigbly solemn 
and joyful by the performances of the choir, 
which manifested their knowledge of the sci- 
ence and taste in the selection of music. A nu- 





merous assembly attended, and evinced their 
approbation by their unremitted attention.— 


May the Lord crown these exercises with abén- 
dant success. s 
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